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MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA

_ *
Gresss and Turkey
1. No sigifisant change is likely in the pro-Western
orientation of Qreece and Turkey. ~If snything, there may be a
strengthening of theli| pro-visstern ties and willingness to take
astion o/ Susee audt 7w»g/ .

2. Support of the defense effort will continue, and both
countries would probebly support a greater effort, at least for
qualitative improvemsnt; if givem US material aid to equip forges.
Thers is not likely to be & significant quantitative improvement
in the forces of either., Turkey may bscome more willing to grant
bases, sapecially if US otrength in the Mediterranean growa.

The Turks are prepared to support MEDO generally, but would
demand additional aid 4f asked to supply forces of their own to

MEDO. Moreover, their influenze gmong the Arab States is limited.

" In general, they take the position |that aid to their own military
development would be more effective in defending the Middle Last
than large grants to other Middle Last countries not effestively
organized to receive and use them.

# Since the future orientation of Iran is so heavily dependent
on internal developments, it is not covered here. For a
full treatment, see NIE-75/1 (9 January 1953), especially
paragraphs 37-43.
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3. Intemally, the Turkish government and psople will remain
strongly anti-Communist. The new government in Greece is likely
to take furthsr anti-Commmnist msasures.

ﬁ¢ In broad foreign poligy matters, the (Oraeks are almost
gertain to give support to the UB in the UN, while the Turks will
alsp do 50 on basis East-Weat issues, although perhapa tending
increasingly to go along with the Arab-Aeian bloc on solonial

iasues.

so(ﬂsom Greece and Turksy are likely to increase their
defense cooperation with each other and with Yugoslavis, though
progreas in this direstion may be uneven. @wea in this dires-
tion will have insreasing popular support as logicel steps in the

defense of the ares.

&. The Cyprus issue may ceuse soms difficulties between
Oresse and the UK and to a leaser degrees bestween Greese and
Turkey, but the Papagos goverrment will probably seek %o restrain
this sentimsnt, &nd will be aided in 20 doing by the fast that
the groups that feel most strongly about Cyprus are also strongly
anti-Commmiat and support him.
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7. Although both countries genei'ally support Western politi-
cal warfars moves; Greek sentiment would be sensitive to any
developnents in Albania that appsared to strengthen the Italisn
or Yugoslav position there at the expense of the Greeks.

8. So far as Soviet Blos courses of astion are conserned,
both sountries would be largsly unaffeoted by any Soviet move
within the acops of the assumed courses of agtion. If Irsn
should fall into Communiat hands, m Turkish resction would
probably be in the direstion of greater support for an inscreased
defenas effort and for coopuration with the West.
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